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My Lord Dake, | 


HE Leiter Your Grace did me the 
| Honour of, by the Conveyance of 
Mr. * * *, was, according to Your 
Grace's Directions, deliver'd by him- 
ſelf into my own Hands, the twenty- 
eighth paſt; and the Obligation was 
enhanced, by the Manner of confer- 
"Vas it; I am not only indebted to Tour Grace * 
the Fayour of Your Commands, but for a Pleaſure, I 
1 * almoſt deſpair'd of, that of ſeeing again my old 

cquaintance, and very worthy Friend, who was 
—_— with thoſe Commands; to which, my Lord 
Duke, you will find, by this u! chat [ have Paid | 
the mt wage. Obedience. £12 of 


* 


— 
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- Ter. teil how general it may become, ſcem'd ſtro 


(4) 
5 Lo gur Grace has laid i it upon me, however unequal 
e Taſk, to jultify, to the Satisfaction of tags 


His German Dominions, at this extraordinary Junt- 
ture, when a War between Great Britain and. Spa , 
and a War, which the wiſeſt Men among us ng! 


f lick; the ede d Departure of His M----y to . 


y 


*to-plead-for the animating Preſence of Our Soy n 


among Us. 
To juſtify, to the Satisfaftion of the Publick, is an 


arduous Undertaking indeed, and what, in the pre- 


ſent Day, no Man alive perhaps is able to perform, 
was he to enter the Liſts on Behalf of the beſt and wi- 


ſeſt Meaſures that humane Actions are capable of be- 


ing conducted by; I ſhall therefore offer to go no far- 
ther, my Lord Duke, in Relation to this important 
Point, than to let Your Grace, who are now at a Di- 
tance from the Sourſe of Intelligence, into what, ac- 
cording to the beſt Informations I can procure, were 
the Motives to; and what, there is the higheſt Pro- 
bability will be the Conſequences of His M. -y's 
Journey into Germany, whilſt, as Your Grace, expreſ- 
ſes it, we have to deal with Spaniards Abroad, and 
Scarcity at Home; and a long & cetera ; which, I 


muſt beg Leave, ſo far to differ from the Sentiments 
of You, my Noble Friend, as not to think worth | 
| troubling the Publick with. 


If Jam not impos'd upon, and if I am, *tis by 


thoſe from whom, we ſhould not readily * 


Falſhoods would flow; I ſay, if I am not impos'd up- 


on, the reaſonable Expectations, the moſt promiſing 


Views of a National Good in particular; and of ſe- 


curing certain Points of the utmoſt Importance to the 


Welfare of Europe in general, were the ſole Induce- 


ments, to this ſo much wonder'd- at Step in the Fa- 


ther of his People, to leave them for a few Months, 
3 take up his be Ce and if this ſhould 
$3 £25" race, hope will par- 
don 


(5 


don me, i I imagine 1 have ſufficient] executed 
'Your Orders, of juſtifying to the Satisfaftion of the 
' Publick ; for I mult certainly have done ſo then, to 
the full Satisfaction of every ſenſible Man in the 
Kingdom. 


I ſhould not have preſum'd to have made uſe of 


the Word Jus ri v upon this Occaſion, had not 


a Grace neceſſitated me to it, by fixing it upon 

: The Sacred Perſon, here treated of, "ſtands in 
no 0 Need of any Juſtification of his Conduct, from a 
Subject; and it would be an unpardonable Preſump- 
tion in me, to think He did: No, my Lord Duke, 
I am well aſſur'd, within my own Breaſt, that His 


 M---y's Conduct will always juſtify itſelf; that His 


M---y never acts but by the wiſeſt Meaſures, and to 
the beſt Views; and that it is the indiſpenſable Duty 


of His People, to acquieſce, and patiently await the 


Iſſue of Proceedings; of which 'tis neither fit, or 
poſſible, they ſhould be immediately let into the Se- 


cret Springs of, before they take upon them to form 
a Judgment in Relation to them : Would our People 
in general take this Advice, and make it the Meaſure 
of their own Behaviour, *rwould prevent much Un- 


eaſineſs and Heart-burning among us, and fave them 


from faying many Things which may do Miſchief, 
but cannot poſſibly do any Good; and which they too 


often find Reaſon to be greatly aſhamed of. 
But to return to the preſent Duty Your Grace has 


made incumbent on me: You are pleas*d, my Lord 


Duke, to ſay, that the K--'s going to Hanover is diſ- 


' agreeable. to the People; that they could not have be- 


liev'd His M---y would have left His Briiiſb Domini- 
ons in a Time of War, and have left us to have ſhift- 


ed for ourſelyes, as *tis call'd; or that any Thing 


would have carried ' him from Home, in a Time of 


Danger, unleſs it had come to a general War in Eu- 
rope, and His M---y had hazarded his Perſon, in the 
Field, at the Head of His Army. 


But 


effect che great Deſign in View, an 
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But tis ignorant People, or worſe, who talk 
at thi RT HY left to ſhift for durſelves, 
e it z we are left in wiſe and able Hands; 
His ---y is fill at the Head of His Affairs, 
and till Hires, animates and influences all the Na- 
tional Councils, as when preſent ; but to let Your 
race at once, and in as conciſe a Manner as I am 
capable of, into the Reaſons which have been gi- 
ven me for His M---y*'s Journey into Germany this 
Summer; I ſhal! rH. them up, as near as my Me- 
mory will enable me, in the very fame Words, as I 
receiv'd them in myſelf; and i profeſs, before God 
and the World, they were entirely ſatisfactory to me; 


and that I cannot, for my Life, but think they muſt 


be fo, to every honeſt Man in the Nation. 

They aſſure me here, that immediately after the 
Riſing of the Parliament, an Expreſs arriy*d at St. 
Famer s with Aſſurances, which might be depended 
upon, and the Event ſince has ſufficiently ſhewn that 
they might be ſo, that his Pruſſian Majeſty was in fuch 
a declining State of Health that it was not morally 


: pail, e.could live Three Months ; and to intreat 


M--y*s Preſence at Hanover; that by His M---y*s 


Perſonal Influence, the ſtrict Amity, fo much wanted 
and wiſh'd for by all Chriſtendom, and ſo highly ne 


ceſſary for 1 of the Proteſtant . 


might be. reſtor*d between the Courts of Great Bri- 
tain and Prufſie, and that as not any Thing ſeemd 


o promiſe fairer for the immediate cgmpleating ſo 


momentous an Affair, than His M---y's being upon 
the Spot, ſhould the King-of Prufſia*s s Death happen, 


as Was apprehended ; we are told His M---y gave 
Way to the repeated Sollicitations made to 1 on 
chat Head, as not doubung the bein "S able Oe. fo 

cement ſuch 
Friendſhip with the Young King, as ſhould prove . 


; 2 laſting Advantage to the Liberties and Face of 
Europe. | 


= 
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This is given us as one of the princi al Reaſons for 


His M---y*s going Abroad; and could no other be 


added, would, I confeſs, 'be enough to weigh with 
me, as a ſuicient Motive for doing fo; and as I take 
it, would ſtill be of more Weight with all thinking 
Men, were we in ten times more Danger, than we 
ſeem to be at prefent, of a much more _— Ene- 
my to deal with, than Spain 1s ever likely to prove 
to us. 

The Danger the late 7 of Pruſſia was in, was 
not plainly perceiv'd, we hear, till our Seſſion of 
Parliament was over,. or His M---y, *tis faid, would 
have acquainted the Houſes, as uſual, with his Inten- 
tion; but whether this might have been ſo or not, I 
have not the ſame Authority for, as for the reſt; nor 
can I ſay there ought to be equal Credit given to it; 
for, in my humble Opinion, as we were in a State of 
War, as the Enemy's Ships were ſwarming in our 
Seas; and as they had ſeveral ſtrong Squadrons rea- 
dy, or which might ſoon have been 8 y to put 
to Sea upon any grand, or favourite Point with them, 
it was far from requiſite, and would have been much 
farther from regs to have given an inſulting Foe 
the Watch Word, 1 making ſo publick a Declara- 
tion of the Deſigh ng beforehand 3 merely to 
have paid a Com ihe which, in my humble 
Thoughts of the Matter, would nor, at this Time, 
have a one valuable OC] and might have 
been attended, with unpleafant if not d 

Aae as far as it was within the Reach of a 

ul Court to have render*d them dangerous. 

His M---y's Views were, we are aſſur'd, more 

e than merely uniting the Intereſt of the 

Court of Berlly, and his Own ; and flicigh = — 
tainty of tlie Gear Approach of che 82 Pr 

Fe wig hr btw r .y oh N 

the only Means at 


Pole, not Betdre Fr folv*d on, as 
once 4 nene . hes * 
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the preſent, but to the future Welfare of Chriſten- 
dom; His M---y was hereupon determin'd to em- 
brace the favourable Opportunity to put the finiſhing 
Hand, if poſſible, to a Grand Alliance, which ſhould 
be able to preſerve the Ballance of Power in Europe 
from Danger, how ſtrong ſoever may be the Efforts 
to deſtroy it, by thoſe Powers, whoſe Inclination, or 
Intereſt, may put them upon making the Attempt. 

Having ſo prevailing a Perſwaſive as an almolt Mo- 


ral Certainty, as I ſaid before, of the Death of the 


King of Priſſia being at Hand, it appears to us here, 
that the Expediency of a Tour to Hanover became un- 
queſtionable; ſo important an Accident muſt cauſe a 
conſiderable Change in the State of Affairs, and fur- 
niſh Incidents, which a Prince who had the Good of 
His People at Heart, would enter upon the moſt pro- 
bable Methods of improving to their Advantage; and 
what Method, ſay they here, could more probably be 
ſucceſsful, than for His M---y to be able by his Pre- 
fence, if neceſſary, to remove any unforeſeen Obſta- 
cles which might ariſe to prevent the Settling upon 
ſuch ſure and laſting Foundations, the Friendſhip of 


Two Houſes, already eſtabliſh'd by the Ties of Blood, 


as that the great Expectations, from ſuch a F riend- 
ſhip, ſhould not fail coming up to the warmeſt Wiſhes 
of thoſe, who were in the Intereſt of the Proteſtant | 
Cauſe, to late Poſterity. 

Thus, my Lord Duke, You have from me the ſole 
Motives, I can yet come at, which induc'd His M-y, 
at this Crifis, to leave St. Fames's for Herenbauſen 5 
and give me Leave to appeal to Your Grace, whether 
theſe are not abundantly ſufficient to convincę any rea- 
ſonable Man, and every dutiful Subject in Great Bri. 


 tain;, that it may be. infinitely more to the Advantag . 


and for the Intereſt of Zurope in general, that 


tion of the Grand Affair, than if he had ſtaid at home: 
Not any Period. of Time, ſince the Succeſſion, of the 


3 | Auguſt 


— 
— .＋—2w— 


5 Majeſty, went Abroad, conſidering * Critical Sicus- a 


— 
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Auguſt Houſe of Hanover to the Throne, has, in my 
Judgment, furniſh'd ſuch cogent Arguments, 1 the 
preſent, for withdrawing the Sunſhine of the Royal 
Preſence from us; and *tis not doubted here, but *twill 
ſoon return, with an Encreaſe of Luſtre. 

With us 'tis look*d upon as a very fortunate, hap- 
py Incident, at this Juncture, that His M---y is in the 
Situation he has been pleas'd to place himſelf; I aſ- 
ſure, Your Grace, we conſider it as an additional In- 


dication both of His M---y's Goodneſs and Penetra- 


tion; as the Effect of deep Counſels, and well-con- 
certed Meaſures ; and that His M---y could not have 
ren a ſtronger Teſtimony of His ſincere Affection, 
or the general Welfare of Europe; or his having re- 
ally at Heart the true Intereſt of His People in theſe 
Kingdoms, than by the Fatigue and Hazards His M-y 
has ſubjected himſelf to, upon this emergent Occa- 
ſion. | 


I am not, my Lord Duke, intending a Panegyric, 


and ſhall therefore ſay no more of what has for ſome 
Time, been one Topick of Diſcourſe, with the Judi- 


cious and Knowing Part of Mankind, with whom I 


conſtantly converſe here; theſe, to a Man, expreſs 
their Sentiments upon this Head, in a Manner which 
ſpeaks the rais'd . Expectations they entertain them- 
ſelves with, from His M---y's becoming His Own 
Ambaſſador, as they call it, when Tranſactions of ſo 
nice a Nature, and of ſuch vaſt Importance are to come 
upon the Tapis, and which require the moſt exquiſite 
Diſcernment to diſcuſs. 


But to leave the Affair of Pryfia : Theſe Gentle. | 


men ſeem to promiſe themſelves beſides, from His 


M---y's thus Placing himſelf in the Midſt, as it were, 


of the Powers, (which'in Caſe of a General War in 
Europe, ond be abſolutely neceſſary to unite in one 
Common Intereſt againſt the already too formidable Houſe 
of Bourbon) that His Majeſty will be able ſo to unite 
them ; and, upon honourable Terms, conclude. ſuch 

| B Treaties 
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Treaties with them, as ſhall deter the French from aſ- 
fiſting the Spaniards in the preſent Quarrel ; or if they 
ſhould think fit to do it, ſhall afford ſuch equal Aſ- 
fiſtance to Great Britain, as will entirely free our pre- 
ſent Allies upon the Continent, as well as ourſelves 
from any Apprehenſions of what may be the Conſe- 
quence of the moſt formidable Diverſion: they are able 
to make in their Fayour ; or that His Majeſty will be 
able to conclude a Peace with Spain, to the full Sa- 
tis faction of the Engliſh Nation; whereby his injur'd 
Subjects ſhall not only have an adequate Reparation 
made them for Injuries paſt, but as full Security a- 
gainſt all future Infringements of their Rights; and 
Depredations upon their Perſons and Trade, as the 
Nature of Treaties between Sovereign Princes can poſ- 
ſibly admit of. 

To endeavour perhaps or effect an Accommodation 


of the Difference, between the Claimants upon Fuliers - | 


and Bergues, after the Deceaſe of the Elector Pala- 
tine, is expected will be another of the happy Conſe- 
quences, attending his M---y*s Reſidence in Germany 
this Summer: And was this to be the only Fruit of 
His Labours ; the only Produce of the Royal Pro- 


greſs, *rwould be highly worthy of the K--g of Bri- 


tain, and fully juſtify His M---y in leaving His Bri- 
ziſh Dominions, at this Criſis, though even only in 
Hopes of amicably adjuſting thoſe Pretenſions, of the 
contending Parties, which if left to the Deciſion of the 
Sword, would bid fair for bringing on a general War 
in Chriſtendom, | — 
By the Situation His M---y is in, we may be ena- 
bled, and very juſtly too, to draw our Eyes from a 
NeighbouringMonarch,and fix them on ourSovereign, 
as the GREAT ARBITER of the Fate of Europe: We 
may there conſider him, ſettling the Peace of the 
North, and ſetting Bounds to the Ambition of France, 
by uniting in one Common Intereſt, Great Britain, 


and 


Holland, Pruſſia ; the Emperor of Germany ; Ruſſia 


— d UB6êGꝛœjʒ— h — 


Re td) 8 

and Denmark ; and in a Word forming ſo grand an 
Alliance in Favour. of the Proteftant Cauſe, of the 
Peace, and of the Liberties of Europe; as will not on- 
ly damp all the Hopes of Succour, the Spaniards may 
have flatter'd themſelves with, in the unjuſt War they 
maintain with us ; but deter thoſe, who might have 
been willing to have aſſiſted them, from coming to 
their Aid; and as far as humane Foreſight is able to 
diſcover, preſerve the Ballance of Power, and ſecure 
laſting Tranquillity in Europe. 

As the Endeavours to bring all theſe great Points 
to bear, and to be in the Place the moſt probable, that 
ſuch Endeavours ſhould be attended with Succeſs, equal 
o the preſent Exi Tuch of Affairs, were the prevail- 
ng Motives with His M---y to commit, for a Time, 


he Reins of Government to the Hands of a Regency, 


and take up his Abode Abroad, I refer it to Your 
race, (whether they are crown'd with the much de- 
red Reward or not; as no human Wiſdom can guard 
gainſt all future Contingencies) whether His M.-y's 
onduct does not only ſtand fully juſtify*d in the Eyes 
f all the World; but whether his own Subjects in 
articular, and every other Perſon who ſincerely 
ſhes the Repoſe, and Happineſs, of Chriſtendom, 
ught not highly to extoll and applaud His M---y*s 
onduct upon this Occaſion ; and look upon Him as 


ais*'d up by Heaven to become a Univerſal Bleſſing 


d Europe. 
I might mention, that another happy Conſequence 
f His M---y's going Abroad, which we look for 
ere, will be, a farther Strengthening of the Pro- 
ſtant Intereſt, by Diſpoſing of, in Marriage, to Pro- 


ſtant Princes, the Princeſſes of the Blood Royal of 
ngland; but having ſaid enough, I think, already, 


convince any Man, worth convincing; enough to 
ſtify, to the Satisfattion of the Publick, as Your 
race was pleas'd to term it, His M---y" s Viſiting 
r B 2 of 


ö 
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of his German Dominions, when the Nation was eh- 
gd in a War, I ſhall ſay no more; but offer the 
Whole to Your Grace, as a renew'd Teſtimony how 


highly I eſteem the Honour of, and how ready an O- 
bedience I would always pay to Your Grace's Com- 


| 

| My LoxvD Dux E, 

f Your GR ACE: 

| | 

| Moft Obedient, 

| 2 Moſt Humble Servant, 
ql Weſtminſter, | | | 
1 Fune 2. 1740. 
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April 15. 1740. 


Upon the STATE of the NATION. 


My Losds, 


H E Preſent Queſtion is of ſo great Im- 
0 18 tance, that I cou'd wiſh that every 
k I od rd in this Houſe was to declare his 
Opinion, with the ſame Sincerity, with 
& 4 the ſame Unreſervedneſs which I think 
is my indiſpenſable Duty to uſe, when I 
Mg my poor Thoughts before your Lordſhips. I, my 
Lords, have no View in ipeaking upon public Affairs, 
but to do that Service to my. Maſter and my Country, 
that I think every Lord In this Houſe ought to aim at, 
without wake 4 who takes his honeſt Endeavours a- 
miſs; for, my own Part, my Lords, I have ever, 


| ſince. I had the Honour to fat in this Houſe, 


ſpoke 
my Mind with equal Freedom upon all Occaſtons, and 
will continue to do it the more — * as J have nei- 
ther Hopes nor Fears from this Adminiſtration, and 
as few from the next; and, my Lords, ſo void is my 


Breaſt of all partial Conſiderations, of all intereſted 
Views, 


cm. — 
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Views, that I don't care, if all my Thoughts were 
read at Charing-Groſs, all my Ambition: being to be 
thought a Man who ſpeaks and acts as he thinks, and, 
my Lords, it has been long my Opinion that by ſuch 
a Conduct, a Man may even force the Eſteem of his 
Enemies. | „ | 

I, my Lords, have liv'd long enough in the World, 
to be able to compare the once flouriſhing State of this 
Country, with its preſent melancholy Setuation: [ 
have ſeen, my Lords, a Time when Great Britain was 
glorious, triumphant and terrible. Abroad, her Go- 
vernment lov'd, reſpected and envy*'d at Home; 
when her Enmity was dreaded, and when her Alli- 
ance was courted, Is there a Subject in this King- 
dom, myLords, who can refle& that theſe were once 
the happy Circumſtances of this Country, and yet 
ſees the deplorable Alteration which a few Years has 
made, who will not feel a ſenſible Concern upon the 
Compariſon, however Self-Intereſt may alleviate his 
Grief, I know, my Lords, what has been ſaid in 
Favour of thoſe who have been the Inſtruments of 
bringing this melancholy Change aboutz I know ir 
125 bech attributed to Fortune, and to unforeſeen 
'auſes. My Lords, I am very ſenſible that Fortune 
has very often a very great Hand in Public Events, 
and that a Nation may ſuffer a great deal from Events, 
that no Human Foreſight cou'd prevent or guard a- 
gainſt; but I am far from thinking that this has been 
our Caſe. I am apt to believe, my Lords, that For- 
tune has been favourable to us, and preſented us with 


many Opportunities of raiſing the Honour and Intereſt 


of this Nation, toas high a Pitch as ever, even while 
they have been ſuffering the moſt, but that theſe Op- 
rtunities have been all wantonly ſlighted, and neg- 
ected. It is, my Lords, Iam 745 owing to a long 
Series of Miſconduct, to a long Train of weak Mea- 
ſures, unſucceſsful and unnatural Expedients, and not 
to Fortune, that this Nation has ſuller'd ſo mary in, 
g T e eee enn 
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(15) 
her Character and Intereſt in all the Courts of Europe. 
A very light Review, my Lords, of our Conduct 
for ſome Years paſt may convince any Man of this 
Truth. 

The Treaty of Utrecht, my Lords, is a Meaſure 
that we have been often told is the Source of all thoſe 
Inconſiſtencies that appear in our Conduct for theſe 
laſt five and twenty Years. My Lords, I had the 
Honour of ſitting in this Houſe at that Time, and to 
have ſome Share in the Succeſſes that might have en- 
titled us to a much better Treaty; I am very ſenſi- 
ble it was not a good Treaty, and when it came to be 


conſider*d by the Houſe, no Lord ſpoke with greater 


Freedom on that Occaſion than I did. At the fame 
Time, my Lords, my Oppofition to that Treaty 
cou'd not proceed from any Diſſatisfaction, from any 
11] Will that I cou'd bear to thoſe who concluded it. 


I liv'd on good Terms, nay had perfonal Friendſhips - 


with ſeveral who had a large Share in the Negotia- 
tions that brought it about; but I oppos'd it becauſe 
I thought it might have been better, and becauſe it 
gave up- many Advantages that we might have then 
juſtly claim'd. But, my Lords, bad as it was, I don't 
think you have made a berter fince, and had even the 
Advantages which the Nation gain'd by the Treaty 


of Utrecht, been improv*d by the next Miniſtry, had 


they made a right Uſe of their Power in cementing 
the ſhort lived Miſund Aung, chat ſoon after 
broke out among our Allies, and thus depriving 
France of all the Means of retrieving her Power upon 
theſe Differences, you might, notwithſtanding all 
that then happen'd, have gone on from Glory to Glo- 


ry till you had fix*d the Ballance of Power unaltera- 


bly in your own Hands, 


But, my Lords, the ſucceeding Miniſtry took no 


Warning from the Miſconduct of their Predeceſſors; 
they took no Care to avoid treading in their Foot- 
ſteps, tho' the Ruin, to which they led was ſo clear: y 
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and ſo evidently pointed out; they fell into a train of 
fooliſh Negotiations which diſoblig'd and detach'd 
your beſt Friends from your Intereſts, and which 
gave your natural Enemies an Opportunity of retriev- 
ing all they had loſt. They adopted a Maxim, my 
Lords, that any, even the woſt diſhonourable Peace, 
was preferable to a War, and by their inviolable Ad- 
herence to this Maxim, they have led you into all 
that Diſcredit, I had almoſt ſaid Scandal, that has 
come upon you from all Quarters, This Situation, 
my Lords, is the more dreadful as it 1s attended with 
no Security. We have Negotiated Ourſelves out of 
all Reputation, and tho' we have been doing nothing, 
but forming Alliances and making Treaties for theſe 
twenty Years paſt, we have not at this Day one Ally 
in the World, nor one Treaty that at this Time 
ſtands us in any ſtead, My Lords, I appeal to Facts: 
Where are your Allies? Have you receiv'd the leaſt 
Aſſiſtance from any Power in Europe ſince you enter*d 
into this War; or, is there. any Appearance of their 
declaring in your Favour ? | 

Having ſaid thus much, my Lords, upon the Ge- 
neral State of the Nation at this time, I ſhall now 
trouble your Lordſhips with my Opinion as to this 
particular Queſtion, And here, my Lords, I can- 
not help declaring, that I think the Words of the 
Queſtion are extreamly proper, and that it is very be- 
coming your Lordſhips Wiſdom and Dignity, while 
you have the State of the Nation under your Conſider- 
ation, to enquire into the Particulars which this Re- 
ſolution comprehends. It conſiſts, my Lords, of 
two plain undeniable Facts, and one Conſequence z 
therefore I-cannot ſee the leaſt Grounds for ſuppoſing 
with a noble Lord, who has ſpoken in this Debate, 
that our agreeing to this Refolution can ever reflect 
the leaſt Diſhonour upon the glorious Succeſs at Porto- 
Bello, or that it is a Cenſure upon the Congratulations 
which have been preſented already to his wn, 

| that 
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that account. My Lords, Truth will be Truth, 
whatever Gloſſes are made to diſguiſe it, and whate- 
ver Attempts are made to prevert it. The preſent 
Queſtion contains nothing but what every Lord muſt 
admit of. The Parts of which it conſiſts, are no way 
complicated, and muſt be underſtood by every body 
who takes the pains to conſider the Fact; which, my 
Lords, is that if Admiral Vernon had been furniſh'd 
with a proper Body of Land- Forces, the taking of 
* Porto-Bello might have been render*d not only more 
© certain and infallible, but have been attended with 
greater Conſequences to the Nation. My Lords, 
the noble Lord who made the Motion, gave your 
Lordſhips no ground for thinking that he meant a 
Scriptural infallibility as the Church of Rome veſts in 
her Popes, by the Words certain and. infallible con- 
tain'd in this Motion; no, my Lords, as I under- 
ſtand the Words of the Reſolution, they mean no 
more than that if Admiral Vernon had been furniſhed 
with Land- Forces, it was fifty thouſand to one if he 
had fail'd in his Attack upon Pazzo, Bello; whereas, 
there were many Chances to one againſt his Succeſs, 
as he was not furniſh'd with them. The Words cer- 
tain and infallible therefore, are chere put in oppoſition 
to the Precariouſneſs and Uncertainty. he was under in 
making ſuch an Attack with ſo triffling a Number, 
For, my Lords, give me leave to ſay it, had the Spa- 
niards behaved with Reſolution, had they defended 
the Place as well as its Fortifications might have ad- 
mitted of, Admiral Vernon could not have ſucceeded. 
And as it was, my Lords, nothing bythis own Intrex 
pidity and good Conduct cou'd have, prevented hig 
Ships coming very indifferently off, butqche àcted with 
the Reſolution that became an Engliſh Admiral, he 
ſaid he cou'd take the Place, and be would take it; and, 
my Lords, it was owing to him, and him only, that 
jt was taken: For it appears that his Ship did all the 


that there is a 
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Damage to the 'Spariards, Now, my Lords, can 
any Lord doubt, that if Admiral Yeryoy had 
been properly ſupported by a ſufficient Body of Land- 
Forces, that he might not have attempted greater 
Matters than the taking and demoliſhing of Pęrto- 


dee? 


Having ſaid thus much, my Lords, in Defence of 


the Facts contain'd in the Queſtion, I come now to the 


- Conſequence which I ſuppoſe to have been that Part 


of the Motion that has given Riſe to all this Debate. 
This Conſequence, my Lords, is that the not ſending 
Land-F orces with Mr. Vernon, was a Piece of Miſma- 
nagement in the proſecuting this juſt and neceſſary 
Fur. My Lords, who doubts that it was? A noble 
Lord who {poke firſt in the Debate, was pleas'd to ſay, 
that in a great many Things were neceſſary to be pro- 
vided, in order to embark any Number of Land-For- 
ces for ſo diſtant a Voyage. My Lords, it is now a 
long time ſince I ſerv'd, and it is poſſible that at my 
Years I may have forgot a good deal; but, my 
Lords, I hope, that what I have forgot is amply ſup- 
ply'& by the Experience and Capacity of my Cotem- 
Poraries and Fellow-Officers, and that they, (ſeveral 
af them, my Lords, fit in this Houſe) will ſet ne 
right if 1 ho ſhould miſtake in any Point. My Lords, I 
. been a little us?d to Embarkations, and I do a- 
gree with the Lord, chat the Embarkation of Troops 
1s a very tedious and difficult Matter. But your Lord- 
ſhips will be pleas*d-to obſerve one Diſtinction which 
the-noble Lord did not make; and that is, my Lords, 
t Difference betwixt embarking, 
Horſe and Fbot, I have had Experience of both, 
and it certainly is no caſy Matter to embark any 
. Number of Horſe ; but, my Lords, it is by no means 
ſo difficult a Matter to embark five or ſix, or eight 
thouſand Foot. And had ſuch a Number. been em- 
bark'd at the Time when the Troops were brought o- 
ver from Ireland, my Lords, I make no doubt but "bi 
nis 
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this Time we might have been in the Poſſeſſion of a: 


Place in the Vt. Indies, which might have 2 u 
for all the Expence of this War, had we 


The taking of Porto-Bello, my Lords, was a — 


Action, it ſhew*d what an Engliſh Squardron, if right- 
ty commanded, can do; but had Mr. Vernon been at 


Forces, I don't know how far he might have carried 
his Conqueſts. Common Fame reports, that he is 
now before. Cartbagena, and I wiſh him all the Succeſs 
which his Bravery and Conduct deſerve ; but does any 
Lord here doubt, that if at this Time, ſuppoſing him 
to be before Carthagena, he had eight or ten Battali- 
ons along with him, that he might not promiſe him- 
ſelf a much more certain and eaſy Conqueſt. .. Had he 
eight or ten Battalions on board, my Lords, might 
he not attempt a Conqueſt of more Importance to this 
Nation than even that of Carthagena itſelf. _My 
Lords, I ſpeak of theſe Things according. to. the 
Light in which they appear to me; what private Rea- 
ſons there might be for not ſending Land- Forces along 
with that Admiral, I ſhall not pretend to account for, 
becauſe I am no otherwiſe acquainted with the publick 
Tranſactions than all the good People | in 632 ei- 
cher are or may be. 

A noble Dike who has f poke i in this Debate. has 
ſaid, that tlie Seaſon of the Year is to be conſidered, 
and that the ſending Troops to America at certain Sea- 
ſons is attended with the worſt Conſequences to the 
Perſons of the Men. My Lords, I am extreamly 
ſenſible of that, and know, that if you ſend Men 
from this Kingdom at ſuch a Seaſon as that they muſt 
land in America during the unwholeſome Months, you 
| ſend them to their Death. For which Reaſon, my 
Lords, when I heard a'great deal of Talk about. an 
Expedition, and that we were to ſend over ten or 
twelve thouſand Men to America, in order to take 
the ROE or ſome 1 N N Place from the arts 

niar 
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wards, I thought it was a very right Meaſure z but 
when I heard that the Troops deſign'd for that Ex- 
pedition, were to be ſent off from Britain about the 
d of February or the Beginning of March, I ſaid 
that it was impoſſible, and that they muſt land in A. 
merica at the very Time when the violent Heats and 
Unwholeſomeneſs of the Climate muſt kill, at leaſt, 
one half of them. Therefore, my Lords, I was very 
glad to hear that this Expedition was delay'd to a 
more proper Opportunity. But, my 'Lords, when 
Admiral Vernon ſail'd from this, it was the propereſt 
Seaſon in all the Year for ſending Men over. to Ame. 
rica; for they muſt have landed there at the beſt 
Time and in the mildeſt Seaſon of all the Year ; fo 
that no Objection of that Kind can be brought againſt 
our not ſending Land-Forces with Mr. Vernon. As 
we did not think proper to ſend them at that Time, 
my Lords, we loſt that Year, and it we ſhall let the 
approaching Seaſon paſs without ſending out the 
Troops deſign'd for the Expedition ſo much talk'd 
of, we muſt loſe another Year, and ſo give the Spa- 
#iards moreTime for fortifying and putting themſelves 
upon their Guard, So that, my Lords, I take it this 
is a plain Argument why we out to agree to this Re. 
ſolution; for if we knew at the Time of Mr. Ver- 
non's ſailing from this, that we muſt loſe another 
Year, in caſe we did not ſend the Land-Forces then, 
to be ſure, they who were in the Direction of Affairs 
were the more inexcuſable, as they brought another 
| Year*s Expences upon the Back of the Nation, which 
is. ſo little able to bear it. For, my Lords, it is 
there that that we can moſt effectually diſtreſs them, 
it is there that their moſt ſenſible Parts lie, and it is 
only by attacking them there, that we can ever ho 
to get out of this War with Honour and Advantage. 
The fame Noble Duke was pleas'd to aſſert, that 
all had been done that could be expected on the Coaſt 
of Old Spain, where we have had a ſtrong Squadron 


lying 
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1 two Years paſt. All has been done, 
my Lords! What ſingle Thing has been done, (ex- 
cept the taking a Ship or two) that could make the 
Spaniards feel that you had a Squadron there: And, 
my Lords, give me Leave to ſay, a Squadron fitted 
out at a vaſt Evpence to this Nation; it conſiſted of 
more and better Ships than even Sir John Fenningsy's, 
who will always be remember'd on thoſe Seas to his 
immortal Honour, ever had the Command of. It was 
a ſtronger Fleet, my Lords, than ever was given to 
Sir Jobn Norris, who certainly, in his Way, as a Sea- 
Officer, is ſuperior to any Man in Europe. My Lords, 
I think the Service upon which Mr. Haddock was ſent 
deſerv*d to have been committed to one of your Ad- 
mirals, the beſt and ableſt Officer in his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice; I fay this, my Lords, without any Intention to 
reflect upon any Gentleman who has the Honour to 
ſerve his Majeſty as a Sea-Oſſicer, I have a great E- 
ſteem for all, and no Exceptions to any of them: But, 
my Lords, as our Reputation was above all Things to 
be regarded, eſpecially at the Beginning of this War, 
I think we ought to have employ'd thoſe who had 
Rank and Standing in the Fleet, beſides Courage, 
which every Man is ſuppos'd to have; and this would 
have, perhaps, given the Spanzards to underſtand that 
we were in Earneſt, as much as any Thang, except: 
ſome vigorous Stroke. | | 5:0] 


But, my Lords, give me Leave to aſk what has this 
great Fleet done? What Return has the Nation had 
for all the immenſe Expences ſhe has been at in fitting 
it out? Has it done any Thing to retrieve your Ho- 
nour, any Thing to revenge your Wrongs, any thing 
that may anſwer the great and neceſſary Purpoſe for 
which this War was enter*d into? No; the Trade of 
the Nation has ſuffer*d vaſtly in thoſe very Seas where 
this Fleet lay. The Spaniards have indeed been pre- 
vented from ſending out their Ships; but at the ſame . 
Time they have got a great many ſafely home, not- 

Wh 185 withſtanding 
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withſtanding the Vigilance of Z Fleet of 0 ours. Then 
has nothing been dene, my Lords, and will any Man 
ſay that nothing was to be done? Unexperienc'd as I 

am, in naval Affairs, I could point out ſeveral things 
that might have been done, befides blocking their 
Ships up in the Bay of Cales. 

And here, my Lords, I muſt beg your Lordſhips 
Indulgence a little if I give the Houſe my Sentiments, 
with Regard to that favburite Piece of Service, 1 
mean the blocking up the Spani Fleet in the Bay of 
Cale. I know Tam ſingular in my Oppinion or that 
— ant I don't expect that many Lords will be of 
my Way of Thinking in this Particular; but, my 
Lords, Ichink it was a very uſeleſs, ill- judg'd Piece 
| of Service. It was-x Piece of Service that this 

| | Nation had muelr better been Without. 1 am ſorry, 
| my Lords, that I differ with thoſe who gave the Or- 
ets in this Reſpect; but ] think ie had been much 
1 better that the Spaniſh Fleet had ſail' d. For, my 
4! Lords, if it had: fail'd, we could have followed them 
14 to Aihevita, perhaps overtaken them: at open Sea; in 
* any Event we muſt have met with them in the Wef- 
1 | Indiss, aid tien, my Lords, we could have deſtroy'd 
il or taken them, ehich 8 been a brave and 
| 2 ſeaſonable Piece of Servite to the Nation. Nay, 
| my 2 if We had had a proper Landi force on 


board, could at the ſame Time have made other 
| Puſhes,” which could not have fai d of being of vaſt 
Advantage to this Nation, and putting the Differences 

betwixt us and Spain upon a very ſhort Hue: 

But, 2 f Lords, to whit purpoſe has this Fleet 
been blocking up the Spaniſh Ships all- this time in 
their Barbour ? If Tam rightly inform'd, or if I am 
to gie any Credit to hat is very publickely talk'd, 
that Service has been ineffectual; for the Span 
Ships have eſcaped. So that; my Lords, we have for 

| two Yeats; at'a vaſt Expence, been endeavoueihg to 
| do what we find turns out 0 no manner of * 
| 8 | | While, 
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while there were many Services which that Fleet might 
have perform'd, that muſt have put an End to the 
War in our Favour before this Time. I know, my 


Lords, it is given out that Portmahgu was in Danger, 
and that our Admiral has ſail'd to prevent any Sur- 


prize from that Quarter; but when I reflect upon the 


long Time he has now been at Sea, and the Nature 
of the Seas where he has been lying, I doubt his Ships 
have. been ſo dreadfully out of Order, that he has 


been oblig'd to leave his Station. From what I have 


ſaid, your Lordſhips may ſee that it is evident, the 
War on that Quarter has been very ill manag'd, and 


Fortune is not to blame; for we have met with no 


croſs Accidents, no Loſſes that have diſabled us from 


performing Services that might have been ſolid and 
laſting Advantages to the Nation, beſides faving the 


vaſt Sums that we have been oblig'd to expend. I 
ſhall not, my Lords, pretend to point out by whoſe 
Fault has it happend: I know Admiral Haddock to be 
a a very brave worthy Man, and one who I am ſure 


wauld, as far as the Force he had with him could 


reach, perform any Piece of Service for the Honour 
of his King and Country, that he was ſent out on: In 
ſhort, my. Lords, I know him to be a Man who as 
a Sea-Officer has every good Quality, except that of 
great Experience in great Command. For all theſe 


Reaſons, my Lords, when I reflect upon the unactive 


State he has been in ever ſince he has ſail'd from 


England; when at the ſame Time I reflect upon the 


great Services which it was in his Power to haue par- 
form'd, T cannot in Charity but doubt that his In- 
ſtructions bound up his Hands. There is not, my 
Lords, a common Sailor that wont tell vu, if you: af 
him, that fifty Things might have been. done to an- 
noy the. Spaniards. upon thoſe. very Ss. 


Having ſaid thus much with Regard: W Admin 


Haddock, and what has been done in the Mediterane 
an, I ſhall now take che Liberty ta make: ſome Ohſen- 


vations 
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vations upon what a Noble D-ke has ſaid in Excuſe 
for our not ſending a ſufficient Number of "Troops to 
the Vieſt. Indies. His Grace took Notice, that when 
Mr. Vernon ſaiPd, the Battalions from Ireland had 
been arriv*d but two Days, and therefore that they 
were in a very bad Condition to be ſhipp*'d on Board 
for ſuch a Voyage. It is very true, my Lords, that 
it muſt have been impracticable to have ſent thoſe 


Troops on Board at that Time. But what I would 
| be inform'd of, is, Why thoſe Troops from Ireland 
Wi were not ſooner brought over? Can it be pretended, 
fl © that it was uncertain we ſhould enter into a War with 


1 Spain before that Time? My Lords, I appeal to the 
Il Papers upon your Lordſhips Table to prove, that, e- 
4 ven in the Opinion of our M---y, the War was then 
inevitable. I appeal to what paſs'd in this very Houſe, 
when ſeveral Lords, who certainly knew a great deal 
of what was paſſing at that Time, declar'd that all 
ſpeaking and treating was now at an End, and that 
N then was the Time for acting. But, my Lords, where 
"| could the Harm have been, if,. upon even the Suſpi- 
1 cion that the Nation was to enter into a War, theſe 
170 Troops had been brought from Ireland ? My Lords, 
| the very Letters which Geraldino wrote up and down 
1 this Kingdom before he went away, don't leave us the 
leaſt Room to queſtion, but that the Miniſtry, long 
N before that Time, knew that a Rupture with Spain 


was unavoidable. 6 70 | 
My Lords, I come now to ſpeak a little with Re- 
gard to the Management of our Affairs at Land, the 
Element to which my Services have been moſtly con- 
find. And here, my Lords, give me Leave to ſay, 
that I muſt give up all Pretenſions to common Senſe, 
4 if there have not been many wrong Steps taken in the 
Affairs of the Army, ſo far as it appears to me, ſince 
- ourentering into this War. I am glad of this Op- 
portunity of diſclaiming my having any Hand in 
ſuch a Conduct, as I every Day obſerve; if they 


who 
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cho give the Orders ſhall reap any Honour from their 
Management, I ſhall rob them of no ſhare of it, and 
I wiſh them much Joy in it; but at the ſame Time, 
while that I renounce the Honour, I refuſe to have 
any Part of the Diſcredit that may ariſe from the pre- 
ſent Meaſures that are purſued. The noble D---ke 
who ſpoke in the Debate ſaid, that he ſhould have 
look*d upon himſelf as a Traitor to his Prince, if he 
had adviſed him to any other Meaſures than what have 
been purſued, My Lords, there the noble D---ke 
and I widely differ; had I had the Honour to have 
adviſed his Majeſty, I ſhould have been clearly of O- 
pinion, that a Body of 6 or 8000 Men had been ſent 
out with Mr. Vernon, and thoſe too of the very beſt 
Troops we have. It was owing to Mr. Vernon's Cou- 
rage, my Lords, that he ſucceeded as he did, and he 
has been nobly rewarded. He has, my Lords, had | 
the very ſame Reward that was beſtow'd upon the late 
Dake of Marlborough upon the Victories of Hochfted, | 
Ramelies and Malplaquet ; and that is the Addreſſes of | 
both Houſes of Parliament, and of the City of London, | 
congratulating his Majeſty upon his Succeſs. - So that | 
there cannot; my Lords, be greater Honours done to ' 
a Subject, than what has on this Occaſion been done 
to that brave honeſt Man Mr. Vernon ; that is the 
greateſt Character that I can give any Man; and that 
Character I know he deſerves. But, my Lords, no 
Officer ih the King's Service has for ſome Years paſt 
made fo little a Figure in his Way as this gallant Ad- 
miral has done, I cannot ſay what this is owing to, 
but his preſent Glory makes him ample amends for all 
his late Obſcurity. And, my Lords, give me leave 
here to obſerve, what a vaſt Encouragement it is for 
all his Majeſty's Officers to do their Duty, when they 
reflect that their Succeſs procures them the greateſt 


Rewards and Honours. 
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My Lords, I am far from believing the Gentlemen 
of the Navy when they tell us, that their Ships are a 
ſufficient Guard to our Coaſts, and that we can by 
means of them prevent all Invaſions, I do admit, 
my Lords, that the French may take an Opportunity 
to throw over 10 or 12000 Men here, and that our 
Ships can't prevent their Landing; but, my Lords, 
tho? we had ſent out 10 Battalions with Mr. Vernon, 
we ſtill had 18000 Men left to guard the Nation, and 
theſe muſt have been an Over-match for any Number 
of Men the French cou'd have landed here. All the 
Number, my Lords, which they can throw over to 
this Country before our Fleet come to our Aſſiſtance 
are ſo inconſiderable, that their Landing would deſerve 
the Name of a Sxrprize rather than of an Invaſion. 

Let us ſuppole the worſt, my Lords, and that we 
had been invaded with a greater Number, our 18000 
Men muſt ſtill have made Head againſt them, and I 
dare ſay, it could have been no difficult thing for 
the Government to have rais'd Recruits, as many as 
they cou*d have Occaſion for. 

But, my Lords, I cannot for my Life conceive 
what ſhould tempt France to invade you; ſhe has at 
the Head of her Councils a Miniſter who knows how 
to make Peace and how to make War, and both e- 
qually to the Honour of his Country. It that Mi- 


niſter, my Lords, entertains any Deſigns to the Preju- 


dice of this Nation, he will never invade us while he 


has us in the very Situation he cou'd with for. We 


are now paying great Fleets, great Armies, my 
Lords, we have been paying them for ſome Years 
paſt, and all to no purpole. This plays the Game of 
France, if ſhe has a Deſign to break with you, more 


effectually than any Invaſion can do, while the Nation 


reaps no Advantage from the vaſt Expence ſhe is at. 
My Lords, I am afraid we are.now ſuffering more than 
if ſhe were actually at War with us; we from Year to 


Year, keep up uſeleſs Armaments by Sea and Land, 
| which 


— 
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which muſt ruin our Finances; and Finances, my 
Lords, are the Blood and Sinews of War. 


The noble D--ke took notice, that our agreeing t 


this Reſolution look'd like paſſing a Cen ſure upon 
what we had already congratulated his Majeſty for. 
No, my Lords, I ſee no Reaſon for viewing it in that 
Light. It is very poſſible that this Houſe may ap- 
prove of one Step and diſapprove of the reſt, and I 
believe there are many Precedents of it. The noble 
D--ke likewiſe faid, that the infamous Libels which 
are daily publiſhed againſt the Government, are a 
proper Conſideration for this Houſe, when we are up- 
on the State of the Nation, My Lords, I have occa- 
ſion to ſee a good many Papers wrote upon publick 
Affairs upon both Sides of the Queſtion, My Opini- 
on of them, my Lords, is, that on one Side they are 
weak, ſcurrilous, void of Reaſoning, and never can 


be accus'd of Wit. On the other fide, they are 


wrote with at leaſt a Shew of Reaſoning and Argu- 
ment, and with Regard to good Senſe and good Man- 
ners. And, my Lords, it is notorious, that in the 
Papers of the former, ſome of the greateſt Charac- 
ters in the Nation have been attack'd and blacken'd; 
ſo that an Enquiry of that kind, wou'd, I believe, 
come out no way in favour of thoſe who write for the 
A-----n. | | 

Upon the whole, my Lords, I don't fee the teaft 
Inconveniency that can attend your Lordſhips agreeing 
to the Reſolution: To me it contains nothing but a 
plain demonſtrable Fact; and all the Arguments I 
have heard againſt it have rather confin'd me in favour 
of it. I ſee no Reaſon why your Lordſhips ſhould be 
in any pain about agreeing to a thing that can affect 
but a very few, and may occaſion the future Manage- 
ment of this War to be put upon a more ſure and ad- 
vantageous Footing for this Nation than it has hicher- 
to been. I am perſuaded, my Lords, that if the 
thing that is cenſured in this Reſolution had been pro- 
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party provided againſt, we ſhould have by this Time 
rought our Enemies very low, and have either o- 
blig*d thoſe whoare neuter to be our very good Friends, 
or to declare themſelves in ſuch a Manner as might 
put us upon our Guard, and let us know what we are 
to expect. My Lords, I aſk your Lordſhips Pardon 
for having thus troubled you thus long, but I thought 
the Importance of the Occaſion required it. I ſhall 
conclude with declaring, THaT I AM FOR AGREE- 

ING TO THE Mor io. 
I ſhall here ſtate the Propoſal, which occaſion'd the 
foregoing Speech ; and then give you the Reply to 


what his Grace had advanc*d in Fayour of the Que- 
ſtion. 


T was propoſed to reſolve, That the unexpected 
Taking and Demoliſhing of Porto Bello by Ad- 
miral Vernon, with no other Land-Forces than 240 
Men lent him by the Governour of Jamaica, might 
not only have been render'd certain and infallible, but like- 
wiſe, have been attended with further and greaterSuc- 
ceſs, if ſome of our Land- Forces, commanded by 
Experienced Officers had been ſent to the Weft- Indies, 
about the ſame Time that Admiral ſail'd, and that 
the ſending of no Land-Forces hitherto into America 
is 2 manifeſt Piece of ill Conduct, in the Proſecution 
of this juſt and neceſſary War. 


And a Queſtion being ſtated thereupon, after a 
Debate, 


It was order*d to leave out the Words, not only bave 
been render'd certain and infallible, but likewiſe. 


And the Queſtian being put upon the ſaid _ 
tion, without theſe Words. 


It was reſolved in the Negative, 
THE: 


T HE 
D=--ke of AIs SPEECH 
Anſwered by a 


FXXX* X*#X* in the TIE of **#**,, 


My Lorvps, 


: je 0 W unequal ſoever 1 may be to reply 
2 ih to ſo labour'd and thoroughly conſider- 
3 N ed a Speech as that ſeems to have been, 
5 Ib: which your Lordſhips have been enter- 
SH tain'd.with, by the Noble Duke who 
ſpoke laſt ; yet I hope the Uprightneſs 
of my Intentions, towards my King and Country, 
may plead for your Lordſhips Indulgence, if my Zeal 
to contribute my Mite to the Service of theſe, get 
the better. of a thorough Conſciouſneſs of my own 
Weakneſs and Inability. 

1 muſt confeſs, my Lords, it was no little Surprize 
to me to hear a Noble Duke ſo earneſt in preſſing 
thoſe of your Lordſhips, who ſpoke in this Debate, 
to declare their Opinion with the ſame Sincerity vor 


(30) 
he thought it his indiſpenſable Duty to uſe; when the 
only Reaſon his Grace is pleas'd to furniſh us with, 
for his own Sincerity is, becauſe his Grace has neither 
Hopes nor Fears from this Adminiſtration; and as few 
from the nent: Tho*, I hope, had his Grace both, 


*twauld be without Impeachment of his Integrity, and 


with this Meafure that I mere, I hope it will be mea- 
ſured to me again. 7 
I ſhall not take up your Lordſhip's Time by At- 


tempts at unneceſſary Flouriſhes, foreign to the De- 


bate: I am for no Panegyricks upon Living Mini- 


ſters; they don't ſtand in Need of them; neither 


ſhall J offer any unneceſſary Inſults to the Memory of 
Dead Miniſters ; they have had their Deſerts; and 
the kindeſt Way we can behave to them, 1s to forget 


1 them. 


Jam, my Lords, I believe I may venture to affirm 
it, of much the ſame Age, as the Noble Duke is of, 
who ſpoke laſt; and *tis well known, I have from my 
Youth been always converſant in Publick Affairs; the 
Conſtitution of my Country has been my Study, and 
I have ever made the ſtricteſt Obſervations (I have 
been capable of) on the State of the Nation, fince 
my firſt entering into the Service of it: I have ſeen 
this Noble Duke himſelf in very different Stations; 
ſometimes in, ſometimes out; pleas'd, and diſpleas'd; 
ſometimes in more Employments, and together, of 
much more Value, than any one Subject, beſides him- 
ſelf, poſſeſs'd in the Kingdom; ſometimes diveſted 
of them all, and reduc'd to private Circumſtances; 
but I never form*d then, or could fee any Reaſon to 
form, my Notions of the State of the Nation, from 
the Changes in the Fortunes of a ſingle Nobleman, 


how deferving ſoever he might be; and J muſt beg 


leave, my Lords, to declare, that J fo widely, fo 
very widely differ in Sentiments, from the Noble Duke 
who ſpoke laſt, (when he is pleas'd to reprefent us in 
3 melancholy Situation,) that from the beft rg 
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I have been able to form, there is not any Period his 
Grace 1s able to pitch upon, ſince he or I was born, 
that deſerv'd the Name of Flouriſhing; it that Name 
is denied to the Preſent, 

Some Things have been offer'd, which I ſhould 
think myſelf inexcuſable to take up your Lordſhip's 
Time in attempting to refute, or even to repeat ;_ I 
look upon them to be ſo foreign to the Buſineſs of the 
Day, that had they wanted the Weight and Sanction, 
if I may be allow'd to call it ſuch, of him, who in- 
troduc*d them to Your Lordſhips they would, I make 
no Queſtion, have been thought mere Harangues and 
unneceſſary, 

Excuſe me, my Lords, if I think ſome Hints have 
been thrown out, which might tempt us, even to call 
in Queſtion, that Breaft's being void of all partial 
Confiderations, of all intereſted Views, from whence 


they came; and that the Noble Duke who has, in 


my Apprehenſion, thrown them out, inſtead of not 
caring, if all his THouGaTs were read at Charing 
Croſs, (which is the firſt Time, I confeſs, my Lords, 
that, in this Houſe, I ever heard of Thoughts being 
read) calculated what he has $Sa1D to be fold 
there, 

Indulge me once more, my Lords, with troubling 
your Lordſhips with a farther Cauſe of my Surprize : 
By his Grace's Account, there has been little or no 


Alterattion, a Sort of Sameneſs, in Publick Mea- - - 


ſures, for Twenty Years paſt ; and we all know, my 
Lords, that there has been the ſame Perſon at the 
Head of thoſe Meaſures; who has always been ſup- 
pos'd to have the greateſt Influence upon thoſe Mea- 


ſures 3 who has been chief in concerting them; and 


principally concern'd in their Execution, almo!t the 


whole Time ; how then is it poſſible to reconcile the 


Inſinuations which have been made to your Lordſhips 

this Day, with the well known, and often re 

Apothegm of a Noble Duke, that all Firſt ae” 
| | mu 
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muft have Faults, but, By G-d, Sir *, ###*#+4 
had the feweſt Faults of any Miniſter he had to do 
with in his Life. 

But if we were to make his Grace's Caprice the 
Rale of our Judgment ; the Worth of the Miniſter 
would ſuffer but little Diminution ; unleſs we allow- 
ed, the moſt conſummate Stateſman, and greateſt 
Captain of the Age he liv'd in, or which any Age e- 
ver produc'd, the immortal Duke of Marlborough, 


(who was ſo unhappy as to fall under his Grace's Diſ- 


approbation) to come in for his Share; and be ſunk in 
our Eſteem, the ſame Way. | 

*Tis owing to the unhappy Contexture of ſome 
Compoſitions, that they have a never- to- be- ſatisfied 
Thirſt of Soul after Money, Places, and Power; ſo 
that the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, the moſt valuable 
and worthy of Miniſters, can never keep well with 


them, any longer, than they are gorging their rave- 


nous Appetites; ſuch Men are never eaſy long; they 
are always craving; the more that's granted, the 
more they expect. 

It cannot, I perſuade myſelf, but be a little allarm- 
ing in general, I confeſs, *tis very much ſo to myſelf, 
in particular; as I am well aſſur'd, *tis to many more 
in this Houſe; to hear his Grace ſoftening one of the 
moſt fatal infamous Tranſactions that ever Miniſters 
were engag'd in, with -. I am ſenſible, that the 
Treaty of Utrecht was not a good Treaty. 

Twas that Treaty which robb'd us of the Fruits of 
a War, attended with the moſt glorious Succeſs ; It 


was that Treaty which has been the Sourle of infinite 


Miſchiefs to this Nation ſince; which has for many 
Years embarraſs'd Publick Affairs; thrown Weights 


upon the preſent” Adminiſtration, which former Ad- 


miniſtrations were Strangers to, and loaded us with 
à Debt, which muft be the Work of Ages to diſ- 


| charge, | 


But 


, whith ſtapds us itt art . the contraty to which 
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But che Noble Duke is pleasd to advance much 
Farther in Favobr of the Treaty of Utrecht than thil ; 


and it either ds a much larger Share in his 
rates; than ever I cbuld have imdgin'd it would 


have had, of elſe all Treaties ſubſequent to it have 


loft his Gract's Eſteem; and, he has no Octhfion for 
any of their Services, for the Noble Duke is fo 1 — 
to tell us; his Grace don't put himſelf to the Trou- 
ble of proving it; that hé don't thint, that we have 
made a better Treaty fince. 7 

I profefs, my Lords, to pay great Deference to his 
Gtace's Diſcernment, and to have a high Opinion of 
his Judgment; and yet, for my Soul, I cannot but 
think his Grace's particular Attachments, and Preju- 
dices, get the better of his Underſtanding here: I am 


fo far from being in the ſame Way of thinking upon 


this Head, that I firmly believe ſo bad a Treaty ne- 
ver was made; as that of Utrecht ; or that a worſe e- 
ver can be made: And thus far give me leave to add, 
my Lords, as to thoſe conſequent to that of Utrecht ; 
(we may blame what Men and Meaſures, we think 
proper; as nothing is more eaſy than to find Fault; 
and Thanks to thoſe Principles of Liberty, as tbey 
are called, which our Forefathers' were Strangers to, 
nothing in the preſent Day is more common than In- 
juſtice and Caluminy,] that there has neither been a 
Peace, Treaty, or Convention, call it, my Lords, what 
you pleaſe, enter'd into by Great Britain, ſince the firſt 
of Aupuſt 1714, but what was ſo much better than 
the Treaty of Utrecht, that any one of them had been 


greatly more our Advantage, conſidering we are a Trad. 


ing Nation, than 'tis poflible for the moſt ſucceſsful 
War, ever to prove; had not Perfidiouſneſs and 
Breach of National Faith in our Enemies been che 
ſole Obſtacle to their being cartied into Execution. 
My Lords, it has been affirm'd, that we have not 
at this Day, one Ally; or at this Yume, one Treaty, 
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is too notorious for me to take up a Moment of your 
Lordſhips Time about; I would only obſerve, my 


Lords, that we want no Allies or Aſſiſtance in our 
preſent Diſpute with the Spaniards ; we are ſuffici- 
ently able to deal with them; and do ourſelves Ju- 


ſtice for all the Injuſtice we have met at their 


Hands. 

I don*t doubt, if they are not ſo already, but that 
they will very ſoon be fully ſenſible of this to their 
Coſt; and therefore what valuable Ends could be an- 
ſwer'd by the mentioning of Circumſtances ſo remote 
to the Affair immediately before us, and with ſuch 


lender Foundations in Fact, to ſupport them, is what 


I cannot take upon myſelf readily to account for. 
Aſſertions, without Proofs, my Lords, we have 
too long been us'd to without Doors; God forbid ſuch 
Treatment of Mankind ſhould ever make its Way 
into this Houſe, to the Detriment of the meaneſt 
Man alive; much leſs to the Injury of ſome of the 


greateſt Men in the Kingdom; whoſe Services and 


Importance, at leaſt, claim from us, evident Proofs 


of Miſconduct, before we cenſure for it; to act o- 


therwiſe would be more like Pamphleteers, than P-rs, 
who, in this Day of unparallel'd Licentiouſneſs, ſtuff 


their Harangues with groundleſs Suggeſtions to catch 


the Ears of the Mob, as the beſt Way to pick their 


Pockets, which is all they aim at. 


I have enlarg'd upon this particularly, but no more, 


as I take it, than what the Noble Duke who ſpoke Jaſt 


neceſſitated me to: I ſhall now trouble your Lord- 


ſhip, with my Opinion as to this particular Queſtion ; 
and here I cannot but agree with his Grace, that it is 


very becoming your Lordſhip's Wiſdom and Digni- 


ty, while you have the State of the Nation under your 


Conſideration, to enquire into the Particulars which 
this Reſolution comprehends. 
Thus far Ican go with his Grace, but no farther ; 
for I profeſs I am perfectly of Opinion with a 1 
1 J | | ; ; Or » 
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Lord, who has ſpoken in this Debate, that our A- 
greeing to this Reſolution will reflect Diſhonour upon 
the glorious Succeſs, of Admiral Vernon, at Porto 
Bello; and will be a Cenſure upon the Congratula- 
tions which have been preſented already to His Ma- 


jeſty on that Account. 
The propoſed Reſolution has it, that the Tak- 
<« ing of Porto Bello might have been render'd, not 


only more certain and INFALLIBLE, but have 


been attended with greater Conſequences" to the 
« Nation,----if Admiral Vernon had been furniſhed 
with a proper Body of Land Forces on Board. 

That Admiral Vernon was properly furniſh*d for 


this Expedition, I am fatisfied every Lord in this 


Houſe will believe, when he is aſſur d that he was 
furniſh'd to the Full, and even beyond of what he 


required: Six Men of War were all that he afked ; 


he was perſuaded he could carry the Place with theſe; 
and was determin*'d to make Uſe of no more; and the 
Event has ſhewn he was right in his Judgment: He 
had a Seventh in his Squadron, but would not allow 
the ſupernumerary One to have any Share in the Ac- 
tion, and therefore ſent her upon a Cruiſe off Cartha- 


gena: Neither Admiral Vernon's Courage, Judgment, 


or Conduct were ever queſtionꝰd, which, to my Know- 


ledge, is more than can be ſaid of every Gentleman, 
who, in our Day, has been entruſted with a CRIEFT 


COMMAND, 


I own, my Lords, I am at a Loſs to comprehend. 


what we have to do with InFALLIiBLE here; not- 
withſtanding all the Pains his Grace has taken to ex- 
plain it to us; 'tis a ſtrange Sort of Climax we are 
puzzl'd with; more certain, implies ſome Sort of Cer- 
tainty before; then comes infallible, which is, I ſup- 
poſe, ſomething more certain, than Certainty itſelf ;-- . 
Theſe, I ſuppoſe, are thrown together to give us, an 
inimitable Sample, as * I may be allow*d Fe ; 
| . 2 aer: 


| 
[ 
''| call. ity, of their exquifre Ability, who drew up this refſi- 
I! ned Reſolution. 13 ef... 
9 My Lords, I own *tis beyond my Comprehenſion, 
how, we can ſalve the Honour of Admiral Vernon, 
| and yet come into. the Reſplution ; He. wanted but ſix 
| 38 Ships, and fix he had; he was reſolv'd to have no 
| more with him; a ſmall Body. of Troops he knew 
it would be ſufficient for his Purpoſe : Theſe he was. 
ſure of at Jamaica; and, very. prudently too, choſe ' 
rather to take them on Board there, than carry, ſo 
long a Voyage as from hence, Men unus'd to the Sea, 
and not ſeaſonꝰd to the Climate: If it, was. owing to 
him, and him only, as his Grace has been pleas'd- to 
affirm, that Porto Bello was taken; and that; *twas his 
Ship that did all the Damage to the Spaniards ; then 
certainly Mr. Vernon was perfectly right in his Judg- 
ment; he had a ſufficient Force to effect, what he 
had undertaken; to have added to it would have been. 
an unneceſſary Expence to the Nation; and which *tis. 
ot unlikely we might have heard complain'd of in, 
Houſe J nl! have been calling his Judgment 
in Queſtion; *rwould have argu'd great Diffidence in 
both his Conduct and Bravery; and I cannot, but be. 
of Opinion, my Lords, that if we ſhould be prevail- 
ed with to paſs this Reſolution, it muſt be logk*d up- 
on, by the whole Kingdom, as a Reflection upon this 
allant Man; as a Cenſuring of him, for Raſhneſs ; 
ant of Knowledge; or, at beſt, for having acted 
in a Manner, which not any Thing but the happy 
Succeſs, which has attended him, could have juſtiſied 


in. 3 
The Noble Duke is pleay'd to a 


Lor can doubt, that if the. dmiral had been pro- 


perly ſupported. by a ſufficient, Body of Land- Forces, 
that be g not have attempted. greater. Matters. 
than the Taking and nee Porto Bello: Un- 


gubtedly he might; I am. perſyaded, not any Lord in 
4 Hook queſtions, but that Mr. Vernon K equal 2 
the 
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the, moſt arduous Undertaking he could be imploy'd 
inz but, in my Opinion, my Lords, this is very fo- 


reign to the Purpoſe: He was properly and ſufficient- 


ly N as the Event has demonſtrated, ſupported 
for the Work he was ſent about: Mr. Vernon was to 


ſtrike. the firft Stroke; and an effectual Stroke he has 


ſtruck; a glorious and an advantagious One, for both 


Himſelf and his Country: The War was now to be- 


gin; Mr. Vernon was to open the Scene; and give the 


Enemy an Earneſt of what they were to expect in the 
Proſecution of this War: He was as properly provi- 
ded, as he need to have been, for his doing this; and 
Ged be thank*d, he has given them ſuch an Earneſt, 
of what they are to expect, as muſt open their Eyes 3 


àud ſoon bring them to equitable Terms with us, un- 


leſs. their preſent Stupidity 1s. equal to their. paſt. Inju- 
ſtice and Brutality. 


The Noble Duke, who ſpoke laſt, when. upon the. 
State of the Nation, was for leading us from Grory: 


to GLozy; , if 1 don't miſtake hisIords, till we had fix?d 
the Ballance of Power unalterably in our own Hands; 


which. I don't know.2uas ever out of, and on the Part we 
are upon, his Grace ſeems to puſh forward, with equal 


Rapidity: His Grace was for having Eight Thouſand. 
Foot of our beſt: Troops, Iithink. his Grace went as 


far as Eight Thouſand, embark*d-with Admiral Ver- 
non: His Grace, who ] flatter myſelf, is pretty ſingu- 
lar upon this Head, was alſo for our ſuffering, theSpa- 
niſh Fleets to fail for the Mat- Indies; which 1 have 


made them ten times ſtronger, in the only. Part we can 


attack this Enemy ta any Aduantage than they were be- 


fore; - - but then we were to follow them to Au. 
rice 3 perhaps overtake: them at open Sear, in any E- 


vent we-ſhquld.be.ſure to come up with them in their 


Weſt-Indies ;, and as ſurt to deſtroy them; then ha- 
ing thoſe Eight Thouſand Men on and, if I rigbi- 


ly recol leit his Grace s Plan of Operation, we could at 


e Tang have. made other. Pues which could 


nor 
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not have fail'd of being of vaſt Advantage to the Na- 
tion ; eſpecially as they would then be in fo 7 wer 2 
Condition to receive us , and putting the Differences 
between us and Spain, upon a very ſhort Iſſue. 

Nothing is more eaſy, my Lords, than to talk in 
this Manner ; but perhaps nothing more hard than 
to reconcile this ſpecious Plan to Common Senſe, when 
the Improbabilities of its Succeſs, the Obſtructions, 
and unſurmountable Obſtacles, to every Part of it, 
ſufficiently known to us all, are conſider'd and weigh- 
ed with Candour. 5 

In the mean Time give me leave to tell You, my 
Lords, of a Story I have. heard, of a General Officer, 
which I think may be very applicable upon this Occa- 
fion : He was Commander in Chief of a Body of 
Troops, ſent by his Maſter, againſt a Party of Rebels, 
who had taken up Arms againſt their Sovereign: In 
_ wwhat Country this happened I dont take upon me to ſay : 
The General's Courage was never queſtion*d, but his 
Conduct, and his Ability to Command in Chief, ſuf- 
fer*d more, after the Action was over, than his Friends 
could have wifhd : He came up with the Rebels; 
and gave them Battle: They were much Superior to 
him in Number; but, being undiſciplin'd Troops, 
were ſoon broken in upon by the Right Wing of the 
Army, where the General was in Perſon z which 
drove the Wing of the Enemy's Army, he was en- 
gag*d with out of the Field; the General following 
the Purſuit two Miles ; without knowing the Fate of 
his own Men on the Left; ſo that it was greatly 
owing to the Enemy's Want of regular Forces; and 
Defect of Military Skill; or they might have ſur- 
rounded the King's Army, and cut the Troops all to 
Pieces ; his Conduct the People of that Country ral- 


ly*d afrerwards by ſaying that the General was a much 
better Cbriſian than a Commander in Chief, for he 
did not let his Right Hand know, what his Left Hand 
Ute we-can make of this Story, m 4 
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which I produced it, is, to guard us againſt deſerv- 
ing the Sareaſm, ſo juſt upon the General, by any 
raſh or precipitate Meaſures in the Courſe * this 
War. 


I ſhall trouble your Lordſhips but with a very lit- 
tle more in Relation to Mr. Vernon; I heartily join, 
as I believe every Lord in this Houſe does, with his 
Grace in wiſhing that honeſt gallant Man the utmoſt 
Succeſs in all his Undertakings ; but, my Lords, I 
. cannot come into the Opinion, that the not ſending 
Six or Eight Thouſand Men with Mr. Vernon, was a 
Piece of Miſmanagement in the proſecuting of this 
War; I rather think it would have been a Piece of 
Miſmanagement to have done it; it muſt have taken 
up a great deal of Time to have embark*d them; 
and provided all the Neceſſaries, for the Accommoda- 
tion of ſo large a Body of Men, in ſo long aVoyage ; 
the Seaſon for Action might have been far ſpent be- 
fore they could have got into the American Seas; and 
if the projected Enterprize upon Porto Bella, had not 
been poſtpon'd, yet what would he have done with 
his Land Men afterwards ; he could not keep them 
on Board; he could not have gone upon another Ex- 
pedition when the hot Seaſon was come on; tis nat 

rational to ſuppoſe he would have put them in Quar- 
ters in ſo unhealthful a Climate, as that of Porto Bel- 
lo : He then muſt have been oblig'd to ſet them on 
Shore in Jamaica; where not being inur'd to the 
Country, they would have died like rotten Sheep; as 
they did, even out of thoſe Regiments, which were 
tranſſ ported thi ther, from ſo hot a Place as Gibral- 
#ar. 

My Lords, I have already taken up a great Deal 
of your Time; and ſhall therefore only trouble you 
with a few Words more, as to our Squadrons in the 
Mediterranean : I am perfectiy of the Mind, with a 


Noble Duke, who has roy ſpoken in this * 
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"can FRY done, . | 
Spain 3 out Settlements thet® have bern 
e them; and bur Trade ſecur'd, àd myth * 
ag de 18 . Power of Men of War to ſecure it] 
Would we have had them taken Ships, where there 
- were no Ships to take? Or, could they force the King 
of Spain to ſend a Fleet to Sea, that out Men ef 
War might have the Honour of beating of them: if 
the Spaniards Sloops, and ſmall Craft, kept in ſhoal 
Water, out of their Reach, our Men of War may as 
well be blam'd for ror having Wings to fly över 
Land, as for not being able to come at them ; there 
is not a Spaniſh Town in their Power worth their med - 
dling with ; and any Invaſion, on the Caaſts of Oh 
| 2 Squadrons arc cinable-vf, wolld render as 
- the Je of Zxrepe. "05; 5 ee fl a e 3ren 
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Novem paſſing a Cenſure upon what we have already | 
| hted his Majefty- for ; reflecting Diſhonour 
bow. the glorious Action of Port- Beo; and load 
with; undefery'd/ Odium the Management of this juft 
F ee and thereforefbre I mall conclude 
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